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THE IIBEART 0¥ "COLUMBIA COIIEGE. 



Cabltle liaa aomewbere said that the best modern 
University is a Library of books. If well chosen and 
sufficiently extensive, we do not see bow the justice of 
the remark can be impugned. And yet we have read 
a programme, on a most liberal scale, of a modern 
University — including a geological coUeetion, a mu- 
seum of natural history, and an observatory — which 
entirely ignored a Library. 

Still, of the importance of a distinct, independent, 
carefully chosen, and judiciously arranged collection of 
books to every College, it is impossible to speak too 
strongly. As the most important aid and resoui'ce of 
the Faculty, the fountain whence they themselves must 
draw living waters of wisdom and science ; as an upper 
lecture-room to the Students coming in aid of the lec- 
tures of the Professors, which they may there fill out, 
illustrate, and confirm, it is of prime importance. Our 
sister College, Yale, recognized the truth of this, at the 
outset, and we learn from Mr. Gilman'a valuable article, 
that the first donations of boobs were regarded as lay- 
ing the basis, not only of the Library, but of the Col- 



lege itself, tloder tlie jndicloas management of al 
faithful and competent Librarian, the enlightened i 
of a. collection of this character may effect results at i 
least equally valuable with the teaching of the Pro- 
fessors. 

The Librai'y of Columbia College is by no means 
extensive, but remarkably choice, as the merest glance 
of an instructed eye may readily perceive. It has been 
repeatedly sifted and arranged, so that by donations I 
and exchanges, few duplicates of any value, save those 
of the Greek and Roman classics, remain ; and for a 
Library of its character, so far as we are informed, 
there is very much less inferior matter than in any I 
similar collection of three times the extent. It now | 
amounts to upwards of 13,000 volumes, with some I 
2,500 unbound pamphlets, after deducting some 850 ' 
volumes that have been removed to the Library of the 
Law School of the College. 

Its character is, for the moat part, scholastic, almost 
strictly a College Library ; not a popular town Library 
for general circulation. Hence, it is deficient in modern 
and current works of entertainment, and necessarily 
must exclude some specialities absolutely essential to 
the attractiveness of a general Library. 

The ideal of a College Library, in a large city — a 
metropolis like New- York, particularly' — does not seem 
to include a vast number of volumes. Selectness, 
rather than great extent; slight attention to be given 
to some classes of books, and an exclusion of some de- 
partments altogether, appear to us to be the governing 
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principlea. — The number of volumes is never a test of 
excellence in a Library, Some of the smallest College 
Libraries in the country are among the most valuable ; 
as, for example, the Libraries of the Universities of 
Vermont and of Rochester; the first embracing the 
choice collection of Mr. G. P. Marsh, and the second, 
the Library of Neander, the Church historian. 

New-York City has in her Public Libraries alone, 
350,000 volumes ; and from Dr. Wynne's book — to aay 
nothing of Libraries to whicli he does not refer — we 
should infer the same amount, to be the minimum num- 
ber of the book-treasures in private collections. The 
large College Libraries, for instance, those of Yale and 
of Harvard, are not fair illustrations in point ; they 
are rather the City, and almost State Libraries of 
their respective towns and States, centralizing and con- 
centrating all the available public, literary resources in 
New-Haven and Cambridge. Whereas, in New- York 
City, all that Columbia College Library aims at, ia to 
provide for her Students, Officers, and Alumni, the re- 
quirements of a College Library ; not a circulating, a 
professional, or a general City Library. All that can 
be obtained in the country, which cannot be found at 
the College, may be procured at the Astor, the Society, 
the Mercantile, the Historical, or at the different Law, 
Theological, and Medical Libraries, and the less pre- 
tentious Institutions, scientific or educational, with 
which New- York abounds. 

The Libraiy of Columbia College belongs to the 
class of choice, small Libraiies before mentioned. Dr. 



N. F. Moore, Es-Presideat of the College, who knew! 
ita value, remarked, id an Address delivered in 1844, 
but published iu 1848, that it was theu, "in some de- 
pai'tments, a better one than any other our City owns." 
The Astor Library was not then in existence ; but even 
at the present day, we have the evidence of more than 
one thorough scholar, not intimidated by the 110,000 
volumes in that great collection, that valuable works i 
are to be found in Columbia College Library, which are I 
not in the Astor; and, for our own part we can furnish 
a short list of rarities and curiosities, the titles of which 
are not to be found in the Catalogue of the Astor Li- 
brary. Our Library has, moreover, a well-balanced 
character ; in it are preserved a just harmony and pro- 
portion of the several departments. 

The hall in which the books are contained is sixty- 
five feet long by twenty-eight wide in the clear ; and , 
with an adjoining room, shelved on three sides, capable 
of containing about two thousand volumes, having also 
a press for the different classes of pamphlets. 

The books in the Library are arranged in ten alcoves 
and as many cases with glass doors, six of which are 
double and four single. Portraits of all the Presidents 
of the Colleger-eight in number — that of the second 
Dr. Johnson, by Trumbull or Stuart — of the Provost, 
Dr. J. M. Mason, of ten Professors, none now living 
but Dr. Eeuwick, Emeritus-Professor — the head of Dr. 
Cochrane, by Trumbull, of De Witt Clinton, with a fine 
head of Columbus, a copy from Parmigiano, compose 
the galleiy of the College. The original iron crown, 



which eurmounted the cupola of the old College, in the 
days of Royalty, now quietly reposea on a bracket. A 
copy of the iV! Y. Mercui-y, (Hugh Gaine,) 1764, 
hangs framed on the walls, which gives an account of 
the Commencement in that year, at which John Jay 
and Rich. Hanson were graduated, ami held a pnblic 
disputation. The arm-chair in which De Witt Clinton 
is said to have died, formerly stood in the Library. A 
monumental stone, with relieved figures, brought from 
an island in the Grecian Archipelago, completes the 
notaiilia of the Library. In the Chapel, on the first 
floor of the building which contains the Library Hall, 
is an arm-chair — filled daily by the President during 
service — that once belonged to Dr. Franklin, 

Ex-Pi'esident 'N. F. Moore, who had recently re- 
signed his Professorship, was appointed Librarian in 
1837. Previous to that date, there had never been 
a regular incumbent of the office, devoting himself 
solely to its duties and to the interests of the Library. 
Some yeai"a before, three different Professors, Drs. Eeu- 
wick and Anderson, and the Eev. Dr. Vermilye, 
had each officiated for a time, while in the performance 
of other duties. Dr. Renwick, when lecturer, before 
his appointment as Professor, in 1821, and Dr. Ander- 
son, while occupying the Mathematical chair, gave a 
portion of their time and attention to the Library, and 
materially improved its resources, especially in the 
sections of their respective provinces of Physics, the 
Descriptive Sciences, Mechanics, Mathematics, and As- 
tronomy. Later still, in 1835, Mr. (now Rev. Dr.) 



Verrailye united the offices of Librarian and adjunct 
classical Professor. 

Of Dr. Moore it ia nnnecessaiy to speak, bo univer- 
sally are his claims acknowledged, as a tborougli and 
elegant scholar, a judicious collector, and refined critic ; 
his tastes and studies had fitted him for the higher du- 
ties of a Librarian. The Catalogue which he compiled 
in MSS. — now in use — and the excellent arrangement 
he consummated in the old College building, now 
retained as far as practicable, would serve as a model 
for any Library. Dr. Moore was succeeded, in 1839, 
by Professor George C. Schaiffei", now of Washington, 
an eminently fit successor, aa well to Dr. Moore as to 
the former scientific Professors, Eenwick and Anderaon. 
Professor Schtefier, having added to the Scientific re- 
sources of the Library, especially in Chemistry and 
Mechanics, resigned his post as Librarian to fill a chair 
in a Southern College, which he left in turn for au 
Esaminership in the Patent Office. The College lost 
in him, a single-hearted and able man of Science ; a 
pure, incorruptible, and amiable gentleman, as she had 
lost in her officers, Moore, Renwick, Anderson, and 
Vermilye, thorough bred scholars, gentlemen of high 
character and of distinguished talent in their respective 
provinces. Professor Schfeffer was succeeded, in 1847, 
by Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Lefroy Ravenhlll, who had 
been Assistant Librarian. This gentleman died in 
1851. His medical studies and early practice — we 
hear of him aa a graduate of merit and personal ex- 
cellence — did not allow him to attend with much 





regularity to liU duties as Librarian, but the clerical 
portion of them was punctually performed, at that 
time, by the present Assistant, Mr. Weeks. In 1851, 
the present Librai-ian was elected. 

The History of the Library of Columbia College com- 
mences almost contemporaneously with that of the Col- 
lege. "Within a few years after the Royal Charter 
passed the seals, on the 31st of October, 1V54, two val- 
uable gifts, together with many important works, given 
by the Earl of Bute and other individuals, and from 
the University of Oxford a copy of every work printed 
at the Univeraity press, are recorded by Dr. Moore, in 
his History of the College, as laying the foundation of 
the present collection. The gifts just mentioned were 
the Libraries of Mr. Joseph Murray, of the Inner Tem- 
ple, and of the Rev. Dr. Bristowe, (to the extent of 
some 1500 volumes, of which few can now be identified,) 
whose book-marks occur in some old law works, theolo- 
gical treatise3, and other ponderous literature, generally 
in the form of massive folios. Many, if not most, of 
the rare old tomes forming these collections were dis- 
persed during the war — from 1T76 to '84 — when the 
College was closed as an Academic retreat, and used 
as an Hospital for the soldiery. In April, l'i'92, a large 
addition was made to the College Libraiy in conse- 
quence of a grant from the Legislature. In 1811, 1500 
dollars was appropriated by the Board of Trustees, for 
the purchase of books. Upon the death of Dr. Kemp, 
"on the 25th of Nov., 1812, after having for eight and 

renty years discharged with great ability and fidelity 



the duties of Professor of Mathematics and Natural 

Philosopliy," the Trustees bought his Library. In 1 82 5, 
the Trustees bought the collection of Signior da Ponte, 
consisting of Italian poets, historiaus, political econo- 
mists, and miscellaneous literature. Slg. da Ponte waa 
the friend of Metastasio and Mozart, and is said to have 
written the libretti of the immortal operas of Don Gio- 
vanni and Le Nozze di Figaro. In 1836, " the Trustees 
appropriated 10,000 dollars for the purchase of addi- 
tional apparatus as well as for adding to the Library 
the requisite books of reference and ilUistration." In 
1838, "the Trustees made a valuable addition to the 
College Library, by purchasing that of their former 
Professor, Moore," This collection of an accomplished 
scholar, was especially rich in the classical department 
and that of Philology ; and in Italian literature, em- 
bracing many excellent and some beautiful editions. 
In 1843, a Professorship of the German Language was 
established on an endowment of Mr. Gebhard, and a 
sufficient sum was set apart for the purchase, by Dr. 
Tellkampf, who occupied the Chair, of a select collec- 
tion of the standard authors in that Literature. From 
the last mentioned date, up to within a recent period, 
the treasures of the Library have been slowly but stea- 
dily increasing, by judicious purchase from time to 
time, and by occasional highly important donations. 
Since the removal iu 1857 of the College to its present 
locality in 49th street, near the Fifth Avenue, the appro- 
priations have been much moi'e liberal — commensurate 
with the increased pecuniaiy resources of the Institu- 
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tion — and have been expended in a spirit and with a 
discrimination that, it is trusted, will yield a i-ich return 
during the second century of the College. 

Though the Trustees have done tlieir share towards 
enriching and extending the Library, yet as it was com- 
menced, so has it been greatly fostered by the generous 
donations of her early friends, her trustees in their in- 
dividual capacity, her officers, and her alumni. To re- 
capitulate the most prominent instances, we should, in 
justice, mention the names of Dr. John Watts, who gave 
some of the more valuable of the elder English classics ; 
Robt. Watts, Esq. ; Myles Cooper, the second Presi- 
dent ; Dr. John M. Mason, the great Divine and also 
the Provost, whose name is occasionally found in rare 
editions of the Greek and Latin classical authors ; Dr. 
Hosack, Senr., who gave a large body of Transactions 
of learned Societies and Scientific Journals ; Dr. Wright 
Post ; Dr. DeKay ; John Wells, Esq. ; Gen. Laight ; 
Gulian C. Verplanck, Esq. ; Messrs. F. Van Kensselaer 
and De Rham ; the personal friends and family con- 
nections of Ex-Pres. Moore ; Bishop Wainwiight ,; Pres. 
Duer ; W. H. Harison, Esq. ; Dr. Bowring, of a set of 
Bentham's works ; Washington Irving, of a set of his 
own writings, more read by the Students than the works 
of any other single author ; a number of others to 1851, 
the most valuable of which are the munificent gift of 
the British Government of the Public Records of Great 
Britain, and several most valuable among the " ex- 
changes" of Mons. Vattemare. 

Since the incumbency of the present Librarian, dona- 
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tions amoanting to several linndred volumes, bave teen 
received ; of which the chief are, from the Libraries of 
Messi-s. John Anthon and G. T, Strong ; and from Mr. 
Jebiel Post, Prof. Drisler, and Mr. Lenox ; and just 
previous to the removal of the College, from Dr. 
Hosack, Jr., and Dr. J, W. Francis, the books original- 
ly belonging to the K Y. Literary and Scientific Soci- 
ety. In 1859, Mr. Johnson of Stamford, Conn., pre- 
sented the law library of hJa father, the first President 
of Columbia, and the third of King's College. This 
Library has now been removed to the Law School of 
the College : as well as the Law Library of John Jay, 
the firet Chief-Justice of the United States, a gift from 
his grandson, Mr, John Jay of this city. Both the 
State and general Governments send regularly all their 
publications, historical and scientific documents. 

The difficulties in an article of this kind must be ob- 
vious. In a descriptive criticism of a Library, the equal 
and opposite defects must naturally occur, of being 
meagre and general or tiresome and minute. The arti- 
cle runs into an essay or a catalogue. The latter fault 
appears the more pardonable, as so many classes of 
books are to be noticed and illustrated by examples ; 
and yet with all the pains that can be taken one can 
hardly avoid ovei-sights and errors, in so multifarious a 
lucubration as the present. 

"We will make the tour of the Library Alcoves, in a 
consecutive order, endeavoring to preserve, as far as 
possible, the natural sequence of subjects. 

In the department of Tlieology there are many and 



valuable editions of the sacred Scriptures, in whole or 
in part, in nineteen languages : Hebrew, Sanscrit, Chal- 
dee, Coptic, ^thiopic, Persian, Javanese, Arabic, Ben- 
galee, Orisaa, Greek, Latin, Romaic, French, Italian, 
"Welsh, Gaelic, Anglo-Saxon, English, To mention the 
most note-worthy ; there ia a fine copy of the Misclina^ 
3 vols, folio, Amsterdam ; Kennicott and Houbigant's 
Sehrew Bibles ; Bryan "Walton's Bihlia Polyglotta, the 
Republican edition, 1057, so called from its dedication 
to Cromwell. Of Latin Bibles, Bihlia Sacra Latina^ 
Basil, 1538 ; and a fine copy of the Vidgate, 3 vols, 
folio, Paris, 1628. Among the Greek Testaments are 
Griesbach'a, Valpy's, the Baskerville edition, Spencer^s 
and Alford's. The most approved commentators are 
also here; as to name but a few,.Basnage, Beausobre, 
Calmet, Oritici Sacri — a massive body of biblicaPcriti- 
cism. 

The Greek and Latin Fathers are — some thirty of 
them — well represented in early editions and stately 
folios ; " huge armfuls," aa Lamb styled bis old English 
favorites ; a phalanx of scholars, orators, saints, and phi- 
losojihers. One of these we mast stop to particularize, 
St. Chrysostom. Of portions of the worka of this 
"golden-mouthed" Father, there are two copies; as 
well as a set of his complete works, the celebrated 
edition of Sir Henry Saviile, generally reputed to have 
been the best Greek scholar of his day, and Provost of 
Eton, where he published this great work at his own 
cost, A copy of the Esplanationes in Nov, Test, apud 
Morellum, Paris, 1633,! from the Library of the Sor- 
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bonne, stamped on the sides with a Cardinal's arms, is ^ 
traditionally declared to have once belonged to the Car- 
dinal of York, the last of the Royal House of Stuart. 
There are rare and choice copies of Lactantiua and Ter- 
tullian, both Aldinea. A Missal, liSi, in capital pre- 
Bervation, is the second oldest book in tbe Library. A 
solid array of ecclesiastical liistorians of the Anglican 
and Homan Churches present tliemselves as a sort of 
body guard, compact and firm. We should especially 
note of these, one of the magnificent " exchanges" of 
Mods, Vattemare, ^'Conciliorum omnium geTieralium et 
provincialarium Collectin Regina^ elephant folio, on 
large paper of admirable texture and of marvellous ty- 
pography, in 38 vols, folio, 1644 ; comprehending from 
St. Peter, a.d. 34 to sedes Vacans, 1314 ; from the 
Council of Eavenna, after the death of Clement V., to 
the election of John XXI. or XXII. 

In this Department or section are the original quar- 
tos and folios of most of tbe great Fathers of fhe 
Church of England, of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries: Andrews, Cudworth, Chilling worth, Donne, 
Heylin, Hammond, Jewel, Latimer, Leslie, Lightfoot, 
Bramhall, Fuller, Hall, Mede, Stillingfleet, Wilkins,aod 
modern reprints of Taylor, Barrow, South, Sherlock, 
Horsley, Jortio, Lowth, Paley. The collection of works 
on the Evidences, includes the sterling writers in that 
department: Grotius, Paley, Butler, Morgan, E. Smith, 
Kay, Derham, Jones, Burton, Magee, the Boyle Lec- 
tures, the Bridgewater Treatises, with the scarce Ninth 
Fragment of Babbage, down to Trench and Mansel. 



Aniong many rare and carious tracts and treatises, po- 
lemical, devotional, and miscellaneous, we should not 
omit to mention, '■'■Hay any works for Cooper^'' a reply 
to Bishop Cooper's admonition, by Martin Marprelate, 
(John ap Henry,) of Elizabethan notoriety, 1589. 
Opera Aquinatis, 5 vols, folio, Parma, a beautiful re- 
print, Sancti Marci Capitularia; ^neas Gazastis and 
Zacharias Mytelenasos de Immortalitate Anima^, Ne- 
potism of the Popes, 1669, Herbert de Religione Genti- 
liam and Gallioui's work on the tortures of Christian 
Martyrs, Roma, 15V1, Webster on Witclicraft, a Qua- 
ker Catechism, Phil. 1Y73, and Prieriea >S. Ni&rms, 
an Armenian Patriarch, Venit, 1823, in 24 languages. 

The collection of Law books formerly in the College 
Library have been — all of them, except, perhaps, a hun- 
dred or so, not selected by Prof Dwight — to the num. 
ber of eight hundred and fifty, removed to the Library 
of the Law School, which has grown into a respectable 
independent collection. We extract from a sketch of 
this portion of the Library, drawn up some time since, 
a paragraph or two descriptive of its contents before 
it was transferred. Beside the standard treatises on 
the Law of Nations, Grotius, Puffendorf, Vattel, etc., 
there were the classics of the Civil Law, Justinian, 
Wood, Heinneccins, Vinnius, Duck, Taylor, Domat, (a 
fine copy, the gift of General Laight,) and the modern 
French Treatises of Pothier and Lerminier ; the phi- 
losophical writers on Government, Bodin, Macbiavelli, 
Montesquieu, Filiangieri, Sidney, Burke, Brougham ; 
the works of Benthara mentioned before as coming 



from Dr. Bowring ; the ctief popular treatises of old 
Eaglish Law to Blaekstone and Kent, one of the boasts 
of Columbia College, where his lectures and those of 
his able and accomplished successor in the same chair, 
Dr. William Betts, were first delivered ; a few rare vol- 
umes of the early Year-Books, and some of the old 
English Reports. 

Among the rare American volumes in thia section 
were; a copy of the Laws of the British Plantations 
in America, collected by Nicholas Trott, LL.D., Chief- 
Justice of South-Carolina, London, 1721; the Charter 
and Acts of Connecticut, New-London, 1Y18 ; the Laws 
of Virginia, from 1661-1712; Williamsburgh, 1733; 
the Acts of the General Assembly of the Colony of 
N. Y., 1691 - 1743 ; Kew-York, Hugh Game, 1764. 
Cognate with the Science of Law, as is " the very 
modern" Science of Political Economy, we should in- 
clude the writings of the chief authorities, Scotch, 
English, French, and American, from Adam Smith to 
Carey ; not forgetting the collection of Italian econo- 
mists in fifty volumes, nor two comparative rarities, 
De AVitt's Maxims of Holland, and Petty's Political 
Arithmetic. 

The Library is furnished, as a matter of course, with 
the complete works of the great old masters, as well 
in Science as in Literature and Speculative Philosophy. 
The masterpieces left us by the ancients in Science are 
included in the classical portion of the Library : among 
the moderns are Gassendi, Descartes, Newton, Boyle, 
Leibnitz, and their great compeers. To give a general 
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idea of the reaourcea of the collection in the different 
subdivisions of the Sciences, we may quote a few- 
Dames ; as in Pure Mathematics, besides the great 
names just mentioned, Maseres, Sanderson, Carnot, 
Wolf, Maupertuis, Bezont, Bossut, Euler, Clairaut, 
Bourdon, Deohale, Schottius, Legendre, Lardner, Bab- 
bage, Playfair, Hutton, Airy, Monge, Dupin, Walton, 
Peacock, Sir William Hamilton, (of Dublin.) 

In Astronomy, Galileo, Kepler, (new ed.) Laplace, 
Boscovich, Lalande, Bailly, Huygens, Borda, Flam- 
steed, Delambre, Leverrier, Hansen, Bessel, Brunnow, 
Argelauder, Encke, Oluffsen, Pontecoulant, Struve, 
Weisse, Ganss. 

In Phy-ncs, we may mention among others, English 
and French, Hutton, Haiiy, Libes, Cavallo, Mnssen- 
brtick, Noad, Desaguliei'a, Rutherford, Hooper, Rum- 
ford, Nicholson, Mailer, Peclet, Poisson, Priestley, Lard- 
ner, and Humboldt. 

In Botany^ the works of Chaptal, Darwin, Dela- 
marck, Decandolle, Evelyn, Smith, Linnijeiis, Grew, 
Malpighi, Tournefort, these three last being fully and 
finely illustrated ; Torrey, Purscb, and Gray. And a 
huge folio, Hortus Graminens Woburnensis, or grasses 
(with dried specimens) by Sinclair, gardener to the Duke 
of Bedford, 1816. 

Naiwal History, in its widest signification, Buffbn, 
in fine copies, quarto and ISmo; Swammerdam, Mar- 
tyn, Hill, Pennant, and Pontoppidan, all elaborately 
illustrated; Bonnet, Blumenbach, Cuvier, Agassiz, and 



the publications illustrating the Natural History of the 
State of New-York. 

In Ornithology, a good edition of Wilson, and a fine 
(subscription) copy of Audubon. 

In Chemistry, with its cognate sciences of Minei-al- 
ogy and Geology, the chief names are Davy, "Watson, 
Faraday, Black, Thompson, Boerhave, Berzelius, Durnaa, 
Chaptal, Fourcroy,Tbevennot, Thenard, Lavoisier, Ros6, 
BerthoUet, Scheie, Liebig, Bauer, Cahours, Fresenius, 
Prof, Julia Fontenelle, Graham, Leng, Klencke, Otto, 
Orfila, Wagner, Wille, Lyell, Delabeche, Ure, Dana, 
Cleveland, Mantell, Humboldt. 

In Meclianics, and the applications of mechanics and 
mathematics to Engineenng, the Steam Engine, etc., 
we have a few of the best modern treatises, as those 
of Crecy, Benwick, Tredgold, Colburn, Gillespie, Rams- 
den, Farcy, Coulomb, Delaistre, Gilbert. Among the 
curiosities of Old Science, we should not forget Athana- 
sius Xircher on Optics, and Otto Guericke, with the 
curious plates, Cornelius Agrippa, Oughtred's Clavis 
Mathematica, Licetus de Cometis, Borellus, Jamblicua, 
and Euclid's Optics, Paris, 1557. 

In Medicine, Hippocrates, Galen, and Celsus take 
their place with the classics. We have little modern, 
only a small collection of a few of the writers of the 
last and the previous century, of whom Haller and 
Sydenham are far in advance of the rest, and a quaint 
antique tome or so, of Avicenna and Van Helmont, 
with the still quainter works of Cardan. 

To adopt the criticism of one of the ablest men of 
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science now in the College Faculty, and the opinion of 
one of the Traatees, himaelf eminent in the history of 
science in this country, we are inclined to disbelieve the 
expediency, under the plea of "freshening" the Library, 
of accumulating new elementary scientific compilations, 
original and translated, merely as such, and not as 
among the fine, really excellent new contributions to 
science. Since most of the former publications ai-e 
essentially perishable in their character, and soon super- 
seded by later worts of a similar description and very 
probably superior, such compilations are merely profit- 
able jobs for the publisher and his hack, and tend 
neither to advance science nor improve the advanced 
student. Scientific Journals of the first class, and the 
Transactions of Learned Societies, are the only reliable 
sources for the current History of Science. 

The alcove and cases devoted to these, form almost 
an independent, though small, Scientific Library, in- 
cluding sets of worts not, it is true, in every instance 
perfect, but still very full, and quite voluminous. The 
Transactions of the Royal Society, Memoirs of the 
Royal Astronomical, and the American Philosophical, 
Societies, the Medical Repository, Repertory of Inven- 
tions, ^c^(Z Eruditomm^ are complete, as &\bo Memoires 
de V Academie des InaGnptions, first series to 1S18, in 
5X vols. Silliman'a Jortrnal, the Annale-s de Qhimie et 
de la Physique, and the Anncden of "Wohler, Llebig, 
and Kopp, are perfect. Of the Scientific M&moirea de 
VIn.'stUut there are some fifty vols. ; of the Academy 
of St. Petersburg, ninety-seven ; of that of Berlin, 
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thirty; of the Italian Academies, aixty-three, Th€( 
Compte-9 Rendua and the Astrorwmische Nachrickten J 
want a few early volamea. There are the History of 1 
the French Academy and the Histories of the Royal 
Society, In some instances it has been found impos- 
sible to procure the deficient volumes, and probably, in 
other cases, inexpedient. 

In the department of Literary and Critical Jour- 
nals, we have full sets — oHginal editions — of the Edin* 1 
burg, the London Quarterly, the Foreign Quarterly, 
the Ketrospective, the Westminster, the North Ameri- 
can, the American Quarterly, and the New- York Re- 
views ; Valpy's Classical Journal, Transactions of the 
Philological Society, Oxford and Cambridge Essays, . 
Portfolio, Literary World, Notes and Queries. Of de- ' 
funct Magazines, imperfect, there are of the British 
Museum, seventeen volumes ; of the British Critic, 
fifty-two volumes. The above, with the old Monthly 
Review, in one hundred and forty-five volumes, are all 
we shall mention, though a paragraph might be filled 
with a list of all the periodicals on the shelves of the 
Library, of from two to ten volumes each. 

Of Dictionaries and Cyclopedias, connecting the de- 
partments of History and Biography, and the worlds of 
Literature and Science, there are the works of Bayle, Mo- 
reri. Chambers ; D'Herbelot's BihliotTieque Orientale, 
BiograpJiie Universelle, Chalmers' and Rose's Bio' 
graphical Dictionaries and the JSFouvdU Biographie 
Moderne — now in progress, Dictionnaire Technologiqve, 
Dictionnaire des Sciences Haturellesj the Encyclopedia 
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of Diderot and D'Alembert, the Britannica, third and 
eighth (last) editions, the Metropolitana,the Edinburgh, 
and the New American Cyclopedia, the Conversaiions- 
Lexicon, and Ersch and Griiber's Cyclopddk, the latter 
still in course of publication, and of itself nearly filling 
one small case. 

That portion of the Library devoted to the Literature 
of Greece and Rome — as might naturally be supposed — 
in an Institution like Columbia College, so long renown- 
ed for her classical scholarship, is particularly lich. The 
best editions have been uniformly selected, always in 
good and often in fine condition. There are choice Al- 
dines and Elzevirs, with rare impressions from the offices 
of the Stephens, Foulis, Tonson, Baskerville, and other 
eminent printers, with several of the Wetstein, Barboun, 
and Bipont editions. There are duplicates, triplicates, 
quadruplicates, and many more-fold reiterations of the 
writings of classical authors of the first class. Poets, Dra- 
matists, Orators, Philosophers, Historians, and Critics, 
while even authors of the second and third rank are 
represented in two or three forms. The Editions of 
Burman, Bentley, Barnes, Brunck, Bloomfield, Casan- 
bon, Ernesti, Gesner, Schrceder, Wolf, Valcknaer, Weiske, 
and their great compeers, in the eye of the classical 
scholar, are on every shelf. 

The Classical Department — including Philology, and 
the critical apparatus of the Student, Antiquities, and 
the collateral aids of this wide province of learning — fills 
more than two and a half alcoves and two cases. The 
elegant edition of the Bihliotheca Classica Latina — 
Lemaire's — in 143 vols. 8vo, forms, literally, a classical 



library in itself. A volume migM readily be filled 
with a catalogue raisonnS of ttis division. We will 
undertake to mention only a few of its treasures. There 
are of the classical writera and early Fathers tenprinceps 
editions, Appiao, Aristophanes, Photius, Plutarch's Mor- 
als, Plato, Philo-Judseas, Eusebius, Theophylact, Athena- 
goras, Diodorus Siculus. A Latin translation of Herod- 
otus, folio, 1475, is, we believe, the oldest book in the 
collection. Quinctilian, folio, 1544, Tarissime, (Moss and 
Dibdin) — ApolloniusRhodius, 1541, Dr. Harwood styles 
it, " rarissime^^ with autograph of " Thomas Warton," 
&>i dono Ricardi Dodsleii, Bihliopolm Londiniensis, Jan. 
19th, 1751. ^sehyliis, ed. Turnebus, dedicated to the 
great Chancelloi' Michel L'Hospital ; it bears the auto- 
graph of the Duke of Grafton — Junlus's Duke — 1780. 
Lueilius, with autograph of H. Drury, Harrov}, ISll — 
the celebrated head-master of the school, when Byron. 
and Peel were scholars tiiere. Drury's autograph occurs 
also in Leake's Topography of Athens, and in the latter's 
Tour in Asia Minor. Toup's, the classical scholar, is seen 
in a work of Meursius. Thucydides, folio, 1731, ed, 
Wassii et Dukeri, " editio optima^'' Dibdin. Livy, Rud- 
diman's ed., with autograph of Philip Livingston. A 
few of the " (yptimm editiones^'' are Drackenborch's Livy. 
Wyttenbaeh's Plutarch's Morals, Heyne's Homer 
Schweighauser's Poh/ldus and Athenwus. 

"We select a few more rarities. Vida, Oxoji., 1701 
Gilbert Knowles. A French translation of Cicero de 
Oratore,^a?' VAUje Ootin, Paris, 1737, "bought at Da- 
vid Garrick's sale, by I. Tayleure." Epistles of Phalaris, 
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lok-marb of T. F. Middleton, the author of the work 

on the Greek Article. Among the vols, of ana, by 
Menage, Poggio, Naude, Huet, Patin, Valesius ; the let- 
ters of Ascham, Petrarch, the Scaligers, Vossius, and 
modern Latin poetry of Buchanan, Johnston, V. Bourne, 
Secundus, Pollgnac, and Sannazarius, to select the more 
prominent ; one of the most curious is the quaint little 
volume of Merlin Cocca^us, (Folengo,) the father of 
Macaronic verse. 

The Archmological section, and that of Classical To- 
pograjphy, Mythology, and in a word, all that relates to 
the illustration of the ancient classics, in the researches 
and commentaries of modern scholars, embraces the 
great works of Montfaucon, the noble Thesauri of 
Greevius and Gronovius, Lipsius, Spence, Bryant, Ogle, 
Dallaway, Orelli, Winckelmann, Clinton ; the architect- 

I Tiral designs of Stewart and Revett, Canina's Monuments 
of Ancient Home, the illustrated works of Hope and 

I Gell; Vyae and Pening; Denon's and Jomard's lUus- 

' trated works on the Pyramids ; the plates of Dulong, 
Fontana, Bartoli ; treatises, on Numismatics, Latin and 
English, on Architecture, from Vitruvius and Palladio 
to Chambers and Ferguson, and Stewart ; on Costume, 
on Typography ; on Ancieiit, and to some extent on 
Modern Art. In Classical Topography, there are Cra- 
mer, Leake, Mure, Eennell, Dennis, Nibby, Dodwell, 
Hobhouse, "Wordsworth. 

In Philology, embracing in a very wide range of sig- 
nification, grammars and lexicons, upwards of seventy 

I of each, in seventeen languages ; speculations on Ian- 



gnage and verbal criticism: histories of Literature and 
Bibliography ; the Library h " well mounted." There 
are Adelung, Bentley, Bos, Bud^eus — the first edition — 
Bekker, Donaldson, Duponceau, Eustathius, and Wood 
on Home?; in elegant editions ; Harris, Hermann, Appel, 
Monboddo, Seyfartb, Tooke, Heyne, Macrobius, Mait- 
taire, Poi'soii, Trapp, Valpy, and Vossius. 

To select a few fiom the numerous Dictiona/ries : 
Suicer'e, Andrew's, Liddell and Scott's, (Drisler,) Du- 
cange, beside the earlier editions, the latest Paris, with 
supplementary volume by Diefenbach ; Calepinus, Caa- 
telli, Hesychius, first edition, Morelli, Zonara, Parkhnrst, 
Robinson, Scapula, Suidas, (Kuster,) Stephens — the ed. 
of 1816, and the latest, of 1826, (Hase and Dindorf.) 
Beside other French Dictionaries, that of the Academy ; 
Minshieu, Grimm, Kichards, Velasquez, the Delia Crus- 
can Italian, and an immense French-Chinese Dictionary. 

English Lexicography has been almost, if not quite, 
as well looked after as Greek and Latin, and may be 
studied in the labors of Junius Skinner, Bailey, (Scott's,) 
Johnson, Richardson, Halliwell, Nares, "Whately, Trench, 
Latham, Webster, Wedgewood, Worcester. Among 
those who take the lead in the subdivision of Gram- 
mars are, Bopp, Jelf, Buttman, Zumpt, Valpy, Maittaire, 
Palsgrave, Mai-sh, Grimm, CondiEac, Diez. The Re- 
mains of Japhet is a curious speculation on the affinity 
of languages, and may be fitly paii-ed off with the fan- 
tastic theory of Olaus Rudbeck. 

The prominent names in Idterary History are, An- 
dres, Baillet, Fabricius, Gervinus, Guingiiene, Halluu, 



Harles, Laharpe, Morhof, Muller, Mure, Gladstone, 
Sehcell, Tirabosehi, Warton, Dunlop, Sehlegel, Barante, 
Cave, Chambers, Duyckinck, Fauriel, Ticknor, AUibone, 
Menzel. Sufficient bibliographical aid is furnished to 
the student, by De Bure, Brunet, Moss, Dibdin, Lowndes, 
Edwards, Triibner, and Wynne, with catalogues of the 
chief State and College Libraries, and those of a few 
great European Scholars and Collectors ; as Pan-, Wil- 
liams, Pinelli ; and by such literary curiosities as £ihli- 
othecaArtglo-Poetica and Bihliograpkicnm Repei-torium. 
A giant folio, the catalogue of the Library of Sion Col- 
lege, is ilie curiosity of this Department. 

A.7ici€nt Histoi'y^ in the ivTitings of the original ] 
torians, falls within the province of classical literature; 
but the Liljrary Is also supplied with the best modem 
Histories of Greece and Rome, and approved versions 
of the standard authors in this Department. Nor has 
Modern History been neglected, especially the Histories 
of our own country, and those of England, of France, 
and of Italy. Of the other European States there are 
valuable histories, as those of Strada, Pontoppidan, 
Planta, Knolles, Sleidan, Grotius, Orosius, Campanella, 
Olaua Magnus, and the best English and American 
standard modem histories. But the histories of the 
countries ju,st mentioned are represented ^vith compara- 
tive fulness, particularly the History of the United 
States, if the limited extent of the Library be considered. 
In Engluh Histai'y, with its collateral illustrations, 
beside the ordinary standard authorities of Hume, S. 
Turner, Lingard, Hallara, Mackintosh, Macaulay, Ma- 



hon, etc., to anii including Buckle, there are, in early — 
sometimes first — folio eds., the Saxon Gh'onicle, Bede, 
Matthew Paris, Usher, Buchanan, Bacon, Baker, Fuller, 
More, Herbert, Camden, Raleigh, Clarendon, Bnmet, 
Whitlock, Daniel, Hackett, Oldmixon, Walker, and 
Rapin, with Houbraken's fine heads ; a sprinkling of 
Memoirs of the Stuart and Georgian periods ; a few rare 
old biographies of the seventeenth century, and some of 
later date ; Ellis's Letters, Granger's Biographical Sis- 
tary^ Walpole's and other S^istolary CoUections^WovdiB' 
worth's EGcleeiastical Siography, Harleian MisceUany, 
Reports of the House of Commons, some sixteen folio 
vols., given by Dr. McVickar, to.whom they bad been 
presented by Lord Chancellor Cottenham, the Debates 
in. Parliament, Parliamentaiy History, and i^ieAniitud 
Megister. To this list we may add, as incidental histori- 
cal curiosities, Inigo Jones on Stonehenge, which he has 
attempted to restore into a Roman temple, and Heylin's 
Sistorie of St. George of Oappadoda. 

American History, though by no means a speciality, 
includes original folio editions of Smith's Virginia and 
Cotton Mather's Magnolia, Dickenson's Fariimr''s Letters^ 
Lee's Memoirs, lately brought into notice by the able 
monograph of Mr. Moore, Graham's Letters on Vermont, 
Journals of Madam Knight and Rev. Mr. Bucking- 
ham, Antiquitates Arnericanw, Hafniw, and the rare 
original tract of Denton, of which a few years since but 
two copies were known to be in the country ; some of 
the early French travellers, Rochefoucauld, Volney, 
Michaud, Chateaubriand ; some half dozen of the older 
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State Histories ; the beat lives of tlie great Statesmen 
of the country ; the political classics — collected writings 
of Wasliingtoii, Adams, Jefferson, Hamilton, Webster, 
Fi-anklin ; the Federalist, original edition, 2 vols. 18mo ; 
Documentaiy History of the State of New- York ; Amer- 
ican Archives ; State Papers ; Diplomatic Correspond- 
ence; Journals of Congress; Annuid Register. 

With Italian History, the Library is well provided, 
in a body of authors, including the works of Bentivog- 
lio, Bott-a, Costanza, Denina, Giannone, Gnicciardini, 
Machiavelli, Muratori, Nani, Pignotti, Palavicini, Sandini, 
Sismondi, Segni, Villani, Varchi. 

Id French Histoi-y, the collection is not equally rich, 
yet there are Duchesne, Comines, Froissart, Monstrelet, 

EDavila, De Thon, Sully, Voltaire, Rollin, Grimm, with 
the modern school of Sismondi, Guizot, Thiers, Thierry, 
Mignet, and Michelet ; Historique Annuaire and Me- 
moirs relating to the Revolution and to Napoleon, 
A number of valuable works on Geography and 
Chronology — " the eyes of History" — are here, consist- 
ing of old Treatises, modern Tables and Charts, and a 
good collection of Voyages and Travels. In Chro- 
nology, among a number of works, are Dufresnoy, 
Simson, Newton, Hales, Hoffman, Clinton, Whiston, 
etc., to Nicholas. As particularly valuable, on Geogra- 
phy, we may note Biiscbing, Malte Brun, and chief of 
all, Eitter's Asien ; of Voyages, etc., Hakluyt, Harris, 
Shaw, Harleian, Parry, Park, Pococke, Thevenot, 
Drake, Denon, Lohnrpe, Pallas, Pinkerton ; and of 
later travellers, those chiefly in the East and in 
America. 



In Continental Literature^ the German portion of the 
Library, exclusive of a few volumes of History, Poli- 
tical Science, Philology, and Classical ArcLseology, is 
chiefly confined to elegant literature ; a choice collec- 
tion of poetry, fiction, the drama, and Kisthetical criti- 
cism. Italian lAteratiire is as well cared for as History, 
and includes several fine editions of standard authors, 
and a few uncommonly rare works. There is some 
Law and Theology ; rare editions of the novelists, Boc- 
caccio, (1549 and 1761,) Bandello, Saehetti; a set of 
Italian Economists in fifty volumes — mentioned before; 
miscellaneous lives of painters ; histories of literature, 
and scientific memoirs. In poetry, there are choice 
copies of Dante, 1578 ; Tasso, 1721 and 1761 ; Alfieri, 
(Pisa;) Bembo, 1st edition; Petrarch, (1550, 1582;) 
Pulci, 1731. 

Beside the historians, the scientific memoirs, and the 
elementary scientific treatises, there is little of French 
Literature; a few old novelists, as Searron, Sarasin, 
and Rabelais, the great dramatists, fine c[uarto editions 
of Rousseau, Montesquieu, Fenelon, Pascal — choice, 
what there is, but little of it. 

Of Prose Fiction, the first demand of the Circulat- 
ing, and the last of the College Library proper, unless 
the humorous sketches of Mr. Irving be included under 
that head, there is not, except the Waverley Novels, 
which are regarded as literary illustrations of History 
strictly speaking, an English novel in the Library. 
All the writings of a fictitious character left by the 
ancients and their modem imitators, in Greek and 
Latin, are here ; some translations into Romaic of 



English, French, and German writers, and a few sueb 
rarities as Nbuvelles Reci-eations, said to have been 
written by a valet to Margaret Qaeen of Navarre, His- 
toire de-s Sept Sages, par M. De Larrey. The great mas- 
ters of the classic school of English and French fiction 
ought to be in the Society Libraries. The only ajiprosi- 
mations to Prose fiction, which we have, are Lilly's Eu- 
[ pkues, lat edition, small 4to black letter ; Patrick's Pil- 
grim — a poor imitation of Bunyan, and Gray's standard 
of dulness — and though by a good Bishop, is hardly 
worthy of the notice of Dunlop, in his chapter on 
Spiritual Romance I Barclay's Argenis, 1629 ; Sidney's 
Arcadia, a fine copy, 16V4 ; John Buncle, "the English 
Kabelais;" Psalmanazar's Description of the Island of 
Formosa, 1764, the author of which, Johnson used to 
say, was almost the only man he ever courted for his 
company aud conversation, and Lord Erskine's Armata 
— a fragment. 

In Metaphysical and Moral Philosophy, in Logic, in 
Mhetoric, 'm.^sthetical Pldlosophy, in Treatises on Edu- 
cation, and in the Histories of English Universities 
and of Opinion, the Library possesses the sterling 
authors, Greek, Latin, French, and English, from Aris- 
totle and Plato, to Cousin and Sir William Hamilton. 
To note a few: Taylor's Plato and Prochis, and his 
Treatise on Aristotle's Philosophy; Plotini Opera, 
Oxon. 1835 ; Biihle's Ifistoire de la Philosophie Mo- 
derne, (a favorite authority of Hallam ;) a Easkerville 
Shaftesbury, Wolf and Brncker, in original editions; 
Roger Bacon, (Opus Majus ;) Gale's Court of the Gen- 
tales, and Philos<yphia Generalis. 



We have reserved English Literatui'e for tte last 
head. All the great old prose writers of the sixteenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteeiith centuries are here, who 
have written upon Theology, Morals and History, many 
of whom we have mentioned in different places. For 
purely elegant English literary miscellanies of the last 
and pi'esent centunes, there had been little interest 
felt, and the authors on the shelves were not always in 
the best editions. Within a few years past, however, 
much more attention has been paid to this portion of 
the Library ; new matter of the best class has been 
introduced, and newer and better copies procured of 
the best writers. The poetical collection is respectable, 
and there are some rarities worthy of mention. Of 
the Drama there ia not much : several Shakspeares, 
but one of them ia noteworthy — Chalmers' edition of 
Stevens' test, with illustrations by Fuseli, heads of 
actors and critics, and with vei-y full notes. Ben Jon- 
son, two copies — one the folio of 1640. There is also 
a little choice Shaksperian criticism in the works of 
Capell, Gray, Douce, HazUtt, Coleridge, and Mrs. Cow- 
den Clarke. Dodsley's Old Plays and Scott's Selection 
of the Si'itish Drama. The poetical rarities include 
Paradise Lost, 10 books, 1669, small 4to, princeps editio; 
Newton's edition, 2 vols. 4to, (not rare ;) folio editions, 
sometimes the originals, of Cowley, 1G69; of the Earl 
of Sterline, Recreations with the Muses, 1637; of Sir 
William Davenant, 1673; of Mrs, Katharine Phillips, 
the " matchless Orinda," 1678 ; of Blackmore's Prince 
-4rt7it(7', 1696 ; of S. Daniel's "poetical essays," small 



4to, 1599, "the well-languaged Daniel;" of Du Bailias, 
1593 ; of Miekle, tie translator of the Lusiad, and 
author of the beautiful ballad of "Cumnor Hall" 4to. 
In old English miscellaneous prose writing, not 
heretofore mentioned, there are Bishop HaU'a Epistles, 
1608, the first collection of English letters in print 
prior to Howell ; Feltham's Resolves, an early folio ; 
Florio's Montaigne; Stephens' and Cornwallis's Es- 
aayes; Osborn and Hale ; Kaleigh, Milton, and Dryden ; 
noble quarto editions of Bolingbroke, Walpole, Wood's 
AthencB, Hawkins' and Burney's Histories of Music. 

Of works by deceased officers of the College, we 
should enumerate. Elements of Philosophy, London, 
1761, by the first Dr. Johnson, which Dr. Franklin 
honored by a reprint ; Myles Cooper's volume of verse, 
Oxon. 1761 ; Bishop Benjamin Moore's /SfermoTW/ Dr. 
Mason's Worhsi President Duer'a Life of Sterling, Out- 
limes of Constitutional Law, and Historical and Literary 
Addresses; Dr. Groses Moral Philosophy, the second 
ethical treatise, in point of time, ever published in this 
country ; and Kent's Coinmento/ries. A much longer 
K list might added of productions by the living officers. 

^^^ Some interesting auto- and chirographs we have omit- 
^^^H ted to mention, as that : of Maroncelli, in a supplement of 
^^^H PeUico ; of Archbishop Whately, in a copy of Cople- 
^^^B ston's Remains ; of Babbage, in his work on the 
^^^^ Decline of Science; these were presentation copies. 
^^^B Malone's name (the Shakspeare editor) occurs in a 
^^^B volume of Mandeville's Fable of the Bees; that of 
^^^ Richard Townely, and of Loudon, the writer on gar- 
I dening, in a work on Gates. The names of Dra. Ho- 



sack, Mitchell, and Francis occasionally occnr m scien- 
tific works ; and the autograph of Jolm Jay, in a copy 
of Isocrates, presented by hini to Mr. Micliard Harison. 
PaginetEB de Medicina, Aldine, ed. princeps, has the 
book-plate of Samuel Parr ; the name of Mrs. Piozzi, 
written in a bold, masculine hand, in her eightieth 
year, appears in her work on British Synonymy, a pre- 
sentation copy to Conway, the handsome young actor, 
to whom, at that advanced age, she addressed some 
extremely amatory letters. The great names of Sabine 
and Maseres also are in gift treatises by the astronomer 
and the mathematician. 

But the greatest curiosity of the kind we have kept 
for the last : it is the signature " Benj. Jonsonij," in 
a remarkably rare book, of which no scholar or book, 
bibliographical or historical, can thus far give us any 
inkling. It is an heroic Latin poem, Gustavidos, an 
euloglnm in verse, on the Acts and Character of " the 
Lion ofilie North^'' by Clemens Wenceslaus, printed at 
Leyden, 1631, the year of the battle of Lutzen, in 
which Gu3tavu3 fell. Can this old veUum-bound curi- 
osity of literature have been owned by " rare Ben,*' or 
by some ordinaiy Benjamin ? No competent judge to 
whom we have shown it, doubts the genuineness of the 
autograph as that of the great dramatist. 

Though Bishops Berkeley and Sherlock and Arch- 
bishop Seeker were correspondents of the fli-st Dr. 
Johnson, we have been unable to find their auto- 
gi-aphs. Very possibly they were among the irre- 
parable losses the Library sustained during the "Wi 
of the Revolution. 
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